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During fiscal year 2013, a Community Health Needs Assessment (CHNA), led by St.Vincent 
Jennings Hospital, was conducted to identify both the health assets, as well as health 
needs, within the county. As a nonprofit hospital, and part of St.Vincent Health, St.Vincent 
Jennings is dedicated to improving the health of Jennings County residents, with special 
attention to the poor and vulnerable. This can only be accomplished by partnering broadly 
with others within the community to address key community health issues. A critical step in 
this process is to identify priority needs through a CHNA. The following summary identifies 
how the CHNA was conducted and highlights key findings. Additional details about the 
CHNA process, as well as the data collected, can be found in the appendices.  

description of the community Served by St.Vincent jennings Hospital

St.Vincent Jennings Hospital is located in southeastern Indiana in the city of North 
Vernon, and serves Jennings County and surrounding areas. Jennings County is rural 
with an estimated population of 28,161. Over the past decade, the population growth 
rate has declined by 1.3%. The population is 97.6% white, 2.2% Hispanic or Latino, 1% 
African American, and .3% Asian individuals. The median age is 39 years of age, which 
is comparable to the state and national median age. The unemployment rate in 2011 
was 11.0%, which ranked 8th out of 92 counties in the state. The median household 
income in 2011 was $42,577, which ranked 64th in the state. See Appendix A for 
demographic data with map.  

Who was involved in the assessment

Members of the St.Vincent Jennings Mission Team formed the CHNA Committee, which 
was the group primarily responsible for planning and implementing the CHNA for Jennings 
County and surrounding areas. This committee consists of St.Vincent Jennings Hospital staff.  
A St.Vincent Health intern, a graduate student from the Indiana University School of Public 
Health, assisted with the CHNA process and presented the results to the community.  

Many local organizations collaborated with St.Vincent Jennings throughout the CHNA 
process. The following groups encouraged completion of the survey: Jennings County 
Partnership for Health, Jennings County Community Foundation, Jennings County United 
Way, Jennings County Chamber of Commerce, and the Women’s Giving Circle. The office of 
the Jennings County Schools Superintendent forwarded the survey to all administrators of the 
local schools. Additionally, Jennings Northwest Regional Utilities made the survey available to 
Jennings County residents at their main office.  See Appendix B for the list of individuals who 
were involved in the community engagement process.  

How the assessment was conducted

The St.Vincent Jennings CHNA Committee began planning the assessment process in the 
summer of 2012. Both primary and secondary data were gathered and analyzed in order 
to obtain a comprehensive assessment of community health needs. 

Primary data is collected or observed data directly from first-hand experience. An opinion 
survey is an example of primary data. To develop the survey tool that would be used in 
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the 2012 community health needs assessment, the committee reviewed and revised a 
previous opinion survey utilized in the 2008 community health needs assessment. Survey 
questions were divided into the following categories: health indicators, health behaviors, 
health access, barriers to activities, community needs and qualitative responses. The survey 
was mailed randomly to 3,000 households, with a self-addressed, prepaid return envelope 
included.  Additionally, the survey was made available online. See Appendix C for the 
Jennings County Community Health Needs Assessment, 2012.

Secondary data is data that has already been collected and is readily available from other 
sources.  The secondary data reviewed for the CHNA came from various sources, including 
County Health Rankings, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), STATS Indiana, 
Indiana Youth Institute, Feeding America, and CHNA.org.  

Health Needs Identified

The assessment is a summary of primary data survey results and secondary data that 
was available for Jennings County. According to the aforementioned data sources, the 
following issues were identified as high priority issues for Jennings County.   

High blood pressure and high cholesterol increase the risk for heart disease and stroke, 
which are leading causes of death in the U.S. Of the survey respondents, high blood 
pressure and high cholesterol were the top two health indicators. According to CHNA.
org, 35.2% of individuals diagnosed with high blood pressure in Jennings County report 
they are not taking medication for this condition. This is significantly higher than the 18.6% 
of individuals in the state and the 21.7% of individuals in the nation, who report they do not 
take medication for their high blood pressure.  

Obesity is a growing public health concern in the United States, contributing to a number 
of health conditions, including heart disease, stroke, type-2 diabetes, and certain types 
of cancer.  Jennings County is no exception. According to CHNA.org, 29.2% of adults in 
Jennings County are obese, which does not include individuals who are overweight. This 
number is higher than the national rate of 27.3%. A key factor related to obesity is the 
lack of physical activity. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommends at 
least 150 minutes of physical activity each week. Of the survey respondents, 62% reported 
they did not exercise at all, exercised a few times a month, or exercised once a week. 
According to CHNA.org, 28.1% adults in Jennings County do not participate in any physical 
activity for exercise, outside of their regular job. This is higher than the 27% of adults in 
Indiana and the 23.6% of the adults in the nation who do not participate in any physical 
activity for exercise. Additionally, survey respondents cited youth centers (55%) and walking 
and biking paths (51%) as a community need.  

Diabetes is the leading cause of kidney failure, non-traumatic lower limb amputations, and 
new cases of blindness within adults in the U.S.  It is also a major cause of heart disease, 
stroke and the 7th leading cause of death. Of survey respondents, the percent of adults 
who reported a diagnosis of diabetes was 17.9%, which is almost double the rate of adults 
diagnosed with diabetes in Indiana (9.6%) and the nation (8.7%). However, according to 
CHNA.org, the prevalence of diabetes in Jennings County is comparable to the state and 
nation. The reason for the discrepancy could be due to the fact that 75% of the survey 
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respondents were 45 years or older and thus, have a higher prevalence of diabetes.  

There have been great strides made in recent years regarding the decline of tobacco use. 
Despite this, tobacco use remains the single most preventable cause of death in the United 
States, accounting for one in every five deaths in the U.S. each year. More individuals die from 
smoking than AIDS, alcohol, car accidents, illegal drugs, fires, murders, and suicides combined.  
According to CHNA.org, in Jennings County, 36.9% of individuals report smoking cigarettes, 
which is higher than the state rate of 23.9% and national rate of 19.2%. Additionally, 53% of 
respondents cited substance abuse prevention, which includes the use of tobacco, as a 
community need. 

When identifying community health needs, social and economic factors, such as 
unemployment, poverty, economic development, and food insecurity need to be 
considered. These circumstances can create barriers to healthcare access and to 
the ability to practice healthy behaviors. In addition to social and economic barriers, 
respondents to the opinion survey indicated direct barriers regarding primary healthcare 
needs, which included the following:  same day appointment, long waiting times, limited 
hours, and cost.   

In 2013, the federal poverty threshold for a family of four is $23,550. According to STATS 
Indiana, the poverty rate in Jennings County was 14.5% in 2011, which increased from 8.6% 
in the year 2000. The poverty rate for children was 21.6% in 2011, which increased from 
12.1% in 2000.  This represents an increase of 68% for adults and increase of 78% for children.

There are varying levels of food insecurity ranging from reduced quality or variety of diet to 
multiple instances of reduced food intake. According to Feeding America, 27.6%, or 2,040 
children, in Jennings County are food insecure. Additionally, the percent of students utilizing 
the free and reduced lunch rate was 56.8% in 2011, which increased from 46.3% in 2008. 

The unemployment rate is also high in Jennings County. Unemployment causes financial 
instability and thus, limits access to care, healthy food and other necessities for good 
health. According to STATS Indiana, the unemployment rate in Jennings County was 11% in 
2011, compared to 9.6% for Indiana. Additionally, survey respondents identified the lack of 
economic development, leading to job creation, as a community need.

While this assessment is quite comprehensive, it cannot measure all possible aspects 
of health in the community, nor can it adequately represent all possible populations of 
interest.  It must be recognized that these information gaps might in some ways limit the 
ability to assess all of the community’s health needs. For example, certain population 
groups – such as the homeless or those who only speak a language other than English – 
are not represented in the survey data.  Other population groups might not be identifiable 
or might not be represented in numbers sufficient for independent analysis. In terms of 
content, this assessment was designed to provide a comprehensive and broad picture 
of the health of the overall community.  However, there are certainly a great number of 
medical conditions that are not specifically addressed.

The results of this CHNA were presented to the public April 18, 2013. The presentation was 
widely promoted via informational flyers distributed throughout Jennings County.
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Community Assets Identified 

St.Vincent Jennings Hospital is a critical access hospital, which has been serving the 
residents of Jennings County and surrounding areas for 36 years.  In addition, community 
assets in Jennings County include, but are not limited to, Jennings County Health 
Department, Centerstone of Indiana, Jennings County Youth Foundation, Schneck Medical 
Center, Ohio Valley Opportunities, Head Start, St. Vincent DePaul Society, Good Samaritan 
Food Pantry, Pregnancy Care Center, Hospice of Jennings County, and Senior Resources of 
Jennings County.   

assessments and priorities

The CHNA opinion results and the secondary data were reviewed and needs were 
prioritized according to the following criteria; highest rates and percentages, current 
services and community benefit programs being offered, and the largest impact in the 
next three years. Using these criteria, the identified community health needs for Jennings 
County are as follows: 

1. Tobacco Use
2. Hunger
3. Access to Healthcare
4. Obesity/Physical Inactivity  
5. Substance Abuse
6. Youth Services
7. Economic Development

next Steps

St.Vincent Jennings Hospital will create an implementation strategy outlining how it will 
address these needs in the next three years. In addition, St.Vincent Jennings will work with 
the Jennings County Partnership for Health to identify how the community can partner to 
work on these needs identified by the assessment. 
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Overview for Jennings County, IN 
Part of: North Vernon IN, Micropolitan Area 
Part of: Indianapolis-Anderson-Columbus IN, Combined Statistical Area 

 

 

 

Jennings County is one of 92 counties in Indiana. It has 376.6 sq. miles in land area and a 
population density of 74.8 per square mile. On the most recent census form, 98.8% of 
the population reported only one race, with 0.8% of these reporting African-American. 
The population of this county is 2.0% Hispanic (of any race). The average household size 
is 2.60 persons compared to an average family size of 3.10 persons.  

In 2011 manufacturing was the largest of 20 major sectors. It had an average wage per 
job of $37,751. Per capita income grew by 13.1% between 2001 and 2011 (adjusted for 
inflation).  

People & Income Overview 
(By Place of Residence) 

Value 
Rank in 
State 

Industry Overview (2011) 
(By Place of Work) 

Value 
Rank in 
State 

Population (2012) 28,161 56 Covered Employment 7,216 64 

   Growth (%) since 2010 Census -1.3% 79    Avg wage per job $33,934 42 

Households (2011) 10,936 55 Manufacturing - % all jobs in County 23.9% 36 

Labor Force (persons) (2011) 13,904 57    Avg wage per job $37,751 77 

Unemployment Rate (2011) 11.0 8 

Transportation & Warehousing - % all 
jobs in County 

13.2% 1 

Per Capita Personal Income (2011) $31,435 62    Avg wage per job $35,716 76 

Median Household Income (2011) $42,577 64 

Health Care, Social Assist. - % all jobs in 
County 

10.6% 34 

Poverty Rate (2011) 14.5 42    Avg wage per job $24,877 54 

H.S. Diploma or More - % of Adults 
25+ (2011 ACS 5yr) 

84.1 66 

Finance and Insurance - % all jobs in 
County 

1.6% 75 

Bachelor's Deg. or More - % of 
Adults 25+ (2011 ACS 5yr) 

8.1 91    Avg wage per job $36,804 60 
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Population for Jennings County, IN 
  

 

Population Over Time Number Rank in State 
Percent of 
State 

State 

2012 28,161 56 0.43% 6,537,334 

2010 28,525 56 0.44% 6,483,800 

2000 27,554 56 0.45% 6,080,485 

1990 23,661 62 0.43% 5,544,156 

1980 22,854 64 0.42% 5,490,210 

2000 to 2010 % change 3.5% 35   6.6% 

1990 to 2010 % change 20.6% 24   16.9% 

1980 to 2010 % change 24.8% 25   18.1% 

Source: US Census Bureau 

Components of Population Change in 2011/2012 Number Rank in State 
Percent of 
State 

State 

Net Domestic Migration (chg 2011/2012) -106 44   -13,291 

Net International Migration (chg 2011/2012) 6 58 0.07% 8,708 

Natural Increase (births minus deaths) 63 43 0.25% 25,645 

Births 348 54 0.42% 83,264 

Deaths 285 58 0.49% 57,619 

Source: US Census Bureau 

Population Estimates by Age in 2011 Number Rank in State 
Pct Dist. 
in County 

Pct Dist. 
in State 

Preschool (0 to 4)  1,806 55  6.4%  6.6% 

School Age (5 to 17)  5,438 55  19.3%  17.9% 

College Age (18 to 24)  2,382 55  8.4%  10.1% 

Young Adult (25 to 44)  6,962 55  24.7%  25.6% 
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Older Adult(45 to 64)  7,909 59  28.1%  26.7% 

Older (65 plus)  3,699 64  13.1%  13.2% 

Median Age  39.0 61   
Median Age = 
37.1 

Sources: US Census Bureau; Median age calculated by the IBRC. 

Population Estimates by Race and Hispanic 
Origin in 2011 

Number Rank in State 
Pct Dist. 
in County 

Pct Dist. 
in State 

American Ind. or Alaskan Native Alone 39 79 0.1% 0.4% 

Asian Alone 72 69 0.3% 1.7% 

Black Alone 277 47 1.0% 9.4% 

Native Hawaiian and Other Pac. Isl. Alone 6 59 0.0% 0.1% 

White Alone 27,513 57 97.6% 86.8% 

Two or More Race Groups 289 49 1.0% 1.7% 

Hispanic or Latino (can be of any race) 

Non-Hispanic or Latino 27,583 57 97.8% 93.8% 

Hispanic or Latino 613 56 2.2% 6.2% 

Source: US Census Bureau 

Hispanic or Latino Population in 2011 
(can be of any race) 

Number Rank in State 
Pct Dist. 
in County 

Pct Dist. 
in State 

Hispanic 547 59 1.9% 5.8% 

    Mexican 448 57 1.6% 4.5% 

    Cuban 0 49 0.0% 0.1% 

    Puerto Rican 12 61 0.0% 0.5% 

    Other 87 48 0.3% 0.8% 

White, Not Hispanic (reporting white alone) 27,298 57 96.0% 81.8% 

Source: US Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 5 Year Estimates 
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Income and Poverty for Jennings County, IN 
  

 

Median Income Number Rank in State Percent of State 

Median household income in 2011 $42,577 64 91.7% 

Median household income in 2000 (adj. for inflation) $51,616 57 95.2% 

5-year percent change 2000 to 2011 -17.5% 64   

Source: US Census Bureau 

Per Capita Personal Income Number Rank in State Percent of State 

Per capita income - 2011 $31,435 62 88.1% 

Per capita income - 2001 (adj. for inflation) $27,798 82 78.1% 

Per capita income - 1991 (adj. for inflation) $23,221 77 78.7% 

Per capita income - 1981 (adj. for inflation) $18,485 89 72.6% 

10-year % change 13.1% 8   

20-year % change 35.4% 24   

30-year % change 70.1% 5   

Source: US Bureau of Economic Analysis 

Personal Income in 2011 ($000) Number 
5-Year % Change 
(adj*) 

Rank in % Change 

Total Earnings by Place of Work $386,212 -7.6% 68 

Minus:     Contributions for government social 
insurance 

$43,448 -14.6% 59 

 Personal contributions for government social 
insurance 

$21,259 -22.1% 57 

 Employer contributions for government social 
insurance 

$22,189 -5.9% 62 

Plus:       Adjustment for residence $220,470 11.5% 19 
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Equals:   Net Earnings by Place of Residence $563,234 -0.3% 41 

Plus:      Dividends, rent, interest $76,096 -0.8% 49 

Plus:      Transfer payments $247,021 23.2% 45 

Equals:   Personal Income by Place of Residence $886,351 5.2% 29 

Source: US Bureau of Economic Analysis (*adj = Adjusted for Inflation) 

Poverty Estimates Number Rank in State 
5-Year % 
Change 

Rank in % 
Change 

Poverty rate in 2011  

In 2000 

14.5 
8.6 

42 
41 

-- 
 68.6% 

-- 
 43 

Poverty rate for children under 18 in 2011  

In 2000 

 21.6 
12.1 

42 
37 

-- 
 78.5% 

-- 
 45 

Source: US Census Bureau 
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Participant Organization

Davis, Carol Area 9 Agency on Aging
Dewar, Beth Area 9 Agency on Aging
Lorenz, Teresa Area 9 Agency on Aging
Persons, Rev. Claude Bethel Baptist Church
Cunningham, Carolyn Centerstone
Gray, Dianna Centerstone
Hatton, Angie Centerstone
Matzet, Amy Child Care Coordinators
Wooddell, Butch Christ Baptist Church
Shelhamer, Kelly DCS
Asdell, Amy Department of Child Services
Belser, Julie Developmental Services
Hahn, Jeanie Domestic Violence
Erler, Linda Erler Industries/Women's Giving Circle
Prange, Garry First Assembly Church
Leeds, Angie First Christian Church
Brown, Carolyn First Marion Baptist Church
Miller, Ginger Good Samaritan Food Pantry
Miller, Terry Good Samaritan Food Pantry
Bateman, Vicky HIS
Couch, Tonya Jackson County United Way
McCoy. Gail JCCDV
Barger, Amy Jennings County Chiropractic
Speer, Sara Jennings County Chiropractic
Shaw, Barb Jennings County Community Foundation
Shepard, Kitty Jennings County Coordinating Council
Petry, Pam Jennings County Health Department
Wagers, Peggy Jennings County Health Department
Hougland, Mary Jennings County Library
Wooton, Dan Jennings County NW Utility
Donnell, Angie Jennings County School Corp.
Greathouse Malcomb, Jamie Jennings County School Corp.
Wood, Susan Jennings County School Corp.
Miller, Mary Jennings County Sheriff's Dept/County Jail 
Massey, Cheri Jennings County United Way
Palmer, Shannon Jennings County Youth Foundation
Hensley, Lindy Joy of Giving
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Floyd, Jessica Kiwanis/Schools
Burbrink, Joanne MACL (Laboratory)
Clerkin, JD Mainsource Bank
Richmond, Shana Maverick Addiction Services
Campbell, Harold Mayor
Thomas, Julie National Youth Advocate Program
Galyen, Anne North Vernon Police Department
Speer, Erica OCRA--IN
Marion, Barbara OVO
Marling, Alyssa OVO Headstart
Marshall, Julie OVO
Smith, Melanie OVO
Rozhon, Atina Purdue Extension
Craig, Susan SIRP
Father Meyer Saint Mary's Catholic Church
Bingham, Anne St. Vincent de Paul
Campbell, Nora St. Vincent de Paul
Campbell, Clyde St. Vincent de Paul
Ernstes, Vickie St. Vincent de Paul
Kirchner, Jane St. Vincent de Paul
Peisker, Kelly St.Vincent Community Development
Uliana, Stephani St.Vincent Community Development
Zenkert-Strange, Cindi St.Vincent Health
Salsman, Tessia St.Vincent Health
Barkdull, Connie St.Vincent Jennings
Byford, Cindy St.Vincent Jennings
Cabrales, Gloria St.Vincent Jennings
Capes, Yolanda St.Vincent Jennings
Carroll, Linda St.Vincent Jennings
Corya, Cindy St.Vincent Jennings
Craig, Vanessa St.Vincent Jennings
Davisson, Shirley St.Vincent Jennings
Day, Tamara St.Vincent Jennings
Everage, Terri St.Vincent Jennings
Johnson, Kathryn St.Vincent Jennings
Keener, Brittany St.Vincent Jennings
Lee, Julie St.Vincent Jennings
Malone, Colleen St.Vincent Jennings
Noblitt, Marsha St.Vincent Jennings
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Nolker, Fran St.Vincent Jennings
Pettinger, Roita St.Vincent Jennings
Risk, Carl St.Vincent Jennings
Shaw, Karen St.Vincent Jennings
Stanley, Dr. Jennifer St.Vincent Jennings
Suhre, Darlene St.Vincent Jennings
Suhre, Maribeth St.Vincent Jennings
Vanosdol, Michelle St.Vincent Jennings
Wooton, Linda St.Vincent Jennings
Williams, Tami Sand Creek School/The Well Ministries
Gholson, Lois Sand Creek Township Trustee
Johnson, Vicki Schneck Medical Center
Miller, Don Senior Resource Center/Christ Baptist Church
Miller, Sue Senior Resource Center/Christ Baptist Church
Daeger, Diana Tobacco Cessation Coordinator
Johnson, Robert Trinity Full Gospel Church
McCreary, Alicia United Way 2-1-1
Eastman, Mike Veteran's Affairs Officer
Long, Tom The Well Ministries
Williams, Dusty The Well Ministries
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Introduction 

A Community Health Needs 
Assessment (CHNA) is a systematic, 
planned, collection of information about 
health knowledge, perceptions, attitude, 
motivation, and practices of individuals or 
groups and the quality of socioeconomic 
environment in which they live.  A CHNA is 
performed by gathering and analyzing 
primary and secondary data that can be 
collected through surveys, focus groups, 
interviews, and forums within the selected 
population.  The information gathered from 
a CHNA will allow healthcare and 
community leaders to identify and prioritize 
community health needs, assess strengths 
and weakness, and develop and/or support 
programs that address identified health 
issues.   

CHNAs have attracted national 
attention with the passage of the Affordable 
Care Act.  The Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act mandated new federal 
requirements for nonprofit, tax-exempt 
hospitals.  Section 501(r)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code states that in order to 
maintain their tax-exempt status under 
501(c)(3), all non-profits hospitals must 
conduct a community health needs 
assessment every three years.   

Assessments should be done in 
collaboration with other community 
organizations and stakeholders.  Doing so 
provides input from community members 
that represent the broad interests of the 
population served and provides 
opportunities to increase participation in the  

 

collection of data needed to identify the true 
needs of the community. 

This CHNA is the second that 
Jennings County has performed within the 
past five years.  Primary data collection was 
performed by the mission team of the St. 
Vincent Jennings Hospital with the help of 
Michael Lockard, a graduate student at 
Indiana University, Bloomington.   

This effort was sponsored by: St. 
Vincent Jennings Hospital.   

Thanks go to: 

- Kelly Peisker and Stephanie 
Uliana, St. Vincent Community 
Development 

- Colleen Malone, Katherine 
Johnson, and Carl Risk, St. 
Vincent Jennings, North Vernon, 
Indiana 

- Pam Petry, Jennings County 
Health Department 

- Jennings County Partnership for 
Health 

- Dan Wooton, Jennings 
Northwest Regional Utilities 
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Executive Summary 

All respondents (46.8-55.1%) ranked the 
following ten services/issues as the most 
important community need*: 

Youth Centers** 

Substance Abuse Prevention (Illegal 
and Prescription Drugs) 

Commercial Development Leading 
to Job Creation 

Walking and Bike Paths 

Low-Income Housing 

Job Training 

Educational Opportunities 

Teen Pregnancy Prevention** 

Afterschool Programs for Teens** 

Summer Recreation for Youth** 

*Responses are in order from greatest 
response rate (#1) Youth Centers at 55.1% 
of respondents to (#10) Summer Recreation 
for Youth at 46.8% of respondents.  

Four of the top ten community needs 
identified by respondents involve the health 
and wellbeing of the youth in Jennings 
County (indicated by an asterisk**).  While 
three of the top ten involve needs that are 
associated with job development or 
employment.   

The CHNA provided a snapshot of the 
health behaviors that are present within 
Jennings County: 

• 62% of respondents did not meet CDC 
recommendations for physical activity 

• 39.8% of respondents 
said they get a dental 
exam every 2+ years 

• 27.4% of respondents 
were advised by their 
health care professional 
to lose weight 

• 23.1% reported that they, 
or a family member, had 
been victims of domestic 
violence, or physical, 
sexual, or verbal abuse 

• 21.6% reported they, or a 
family member, had ever 
had a problem with 
alcohol 

• 16.9% reported they 
either smoked, or used 
smokeless tobacco 

• 11.1% of respondents 
said they, or a family 
member, had ever been 
addicted to an illegal 
substance 

 

The top gender specific Chronic Health 
Indicators for Jennings County, only those 
that affected 15% or more, are: 

Male   Female 

High Blood Pressure   High Blood Pressure 
High Cholesterol   High Cholesterol 
Overweight/Obesity   Overweight/Obesity 
Diabetes    Depression 

     Anxiety 
    Diabetes 
    Thyroid Disease
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Methodology  

The mission committee of St. Vincent Jennings, along with St. Vincent Health Community 
Benefit, updated a previous written survey, in October of 2012.  3,000 surveys were randomly 
mailed to Jennings County residents, in January of 2013, and an online survey was made 
available to residents.  Over a three month period, surveys were collected for a total sample size 
of 532, with a 13.1% response rate to the written survey.  Not all respondents responded to every 
question and the exact number (n) of respondents who responded to each question is available in 
the appendix. 

Written Survey n = 393 (73.87%) 

Online Survey  n = 139 (26.13%) 

Total            n = 532 (100%) 

 
The survey consisted of 39 multiple-choice questions and one open-ended question.  The open-
ended question provided an opportunity for participants to make any comments or suggestions 
relating to the quality of life in Jennings County.  The primary areas addressed in the survey 
were demographics, health indicators, health behaviors, health access, personal use, community 
needs, and barriers to activities.   
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Demographics 
Jennings County is located in southern Indiana with a population of ~28,500.1  The majority of 
respondents were white (95.1%) and female (71.6%).  Most are married (56%) without any 
individuals living at home under the age of 18 (67.3%).   
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Demographics 
Over three quarters of respondents (75.6%) are 45 years old or older, with almost one quarter 
(22.2%) of households having an individual 65 years or older living there.  The majority of 
respondents (73.7%) reported living in the 47265 region of Jennings County.   
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Demographics 
Over half (54.1%) have completed high school/earned a GED and attended some college, while 
30.4% of respondents earned an Associate’s Degree or higher.  Approximately one third of 
respondents (30.2%) earn $55,000 - $75,000+ annually. 
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Demographics 

The largest number of respondents were retired (26.3%), worked in a managerial/professional 
setting, (22.6%), or were unemployed (12%).  The main reasons for the rate of unemployment 
were due to the individual being disabled (60.9%), they choose not to work (15.6%), or they 
were unable to find work (14.1%).   
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Demographics 

The survey allowed for respondents to indicate what electronic devices they used.  This does not 
have an impact on the physical or emotional wellbeing of the community, but does provide vital 
information about how individuals could be connected with health and community information.  
The majority of respondents indicated they had some source of, or access to, a telephone: 
cellphone (83.1%), own home phone (74.6%), or not their own home phone (9.6%).  Over half 
had access to a computer (65.2%) or the internet (65.4%).   

 

Over half of all respondents (55.1%) said the local school system meet the needs of their family 
well or very well.   
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Health Indicators 

The survey included questions related to whether or not a doctor or other health care professional 
ever told them that they had any of the 17 identified chronic health indicators.  In Jennings 
County, the top overall chronic health indicators (>15%) are: 

High Blood Pressure (45.9%)     High Cholesterol (41.5%)    Overweight/Obesity (32.7%) 
Depression (22.6%)         Anxiety (19.0%)         Diabetes (17.9%) 

 

 Jennings County Indiana USA 
High Blood Pressure2 45.9 32.8 30.8 

High Cholesterol3 41.5 39.0 38.4 
Overweight/Obesity4 32.7 65.6 63.5 

Diabetes5 17.9 10.1 11.3 
 

The top chronic health indicators for males in Jennings County were: high blood pressure, high 
cholesterol, overweight/obesity, and diabetes. 

The top chronic health indicators for females in Jennings County were: high blood pressure, high 
cholesterol, overweight/obesity, depression, anxiety, diabetes, thyroid disease. 
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Health Behaviors 

Over three quarters of Jennings County respondents (75.2%) said they visited a doctor or health 
care professional for a regular check-up within the past year. Most (57.5%) report getting a 
dental exam regularly throughout the year; however, 20.3% said they never get a dental exam.   
 

 

Less than 15% of respondents reported smoking (13.5%).  The reported number of smokers is 
relatively low when compared to the national, state, and county estimates.  A very low number 
(3.4%) said they used some form of smokeless tobacco.  21.4% of respondents indicated that 
someone in their household uses some form of tobacco. 

 Jennings County 
Respondents 

County Health 
Rankings 
Estimate 

Indiana United States of 
America 

Smoking6 13.5% 37% 25.6% 21.2% 
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Health Behaviors 

Over half of respondents (55.6%) were not advised by a doctor or other health care professional 
about their weight. However, 27.4% of Jennings County respondents were advised to lose 
weight.  Over half, 62%, did not meet the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s daily 
physical activity recommendations of 150 minutes of physical activity each week. 7 
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Health Behaviors 

Of the individuals who stated they exercise, the majority (63.9%) exercise at home.  The other 
most common places Jennings County respondents reported they exercised at were; a local 
YMCA (20.0%), a local park (12.6%), and Anytime Fitness (7.0%).   
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Health Behaviors 

Nearly a quarter of survey respondents (23.1%) indicated that they, or a family member, had ever 
been victims of domestic violence or physical, sexual, or verbal abuse.  A large number of 
participants indicated that neither they, nor a family member, had ever had a problem with 
alcohol (77.3%) or even been addicted to an illegal substance (87.0%).   
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Health Access 

Nearly a quarter of all respondents (21.1%) stated that they had some sort of problem when 
attempting to meet their primary health care needs.  The top three barriers for meeting their 
primary health care needs were: they could not get an appointment the same day where they were 
sick (37.5%), they stated that they wait too long in the waiting room to see a doctor (28.5%), and 
their primary health care office had limited hours (17.8%).  

 

 

Yes, 
21.1% 

No, 75.2% 

No Answer, 
3.8% 

Do you have any problems meeting your primary 
health care needs? 

17.8% 
12.5% 

37.5% 

28.5% 

11.6% 
8.0% 

4.4% 

16.9% 

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

Problems Meeting Primary Health Care Needs  
n=112 



KEY FINDINGS 
 

Community Health Needs Assessment Page 17 
 

Health Access 

The largest source of health care coverage was provided by the individual’s, or family member’s 
employer (54.6%).  A little over one third of respondents were covered by Medicare (34%), 
while only 8.2% stated that they did not have any health insurance. Just over half of respondents 
(56%) stated that it was not a hardship for them to pay the co-pay or deductible required by their 
insurance.  Of the individuals who said they had children, 86% reported that their children had 
health insurance.   
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Health Access 

Over three fourths of Jennings County respondents (76.3%) stated they had a primary health care 
provider or other health care professional.  Of the residents who responded, many indicated that 
cost was a deterring factor that prevented them from seeing their physician (28.4%), mental 
health provider (10.2%), or filling a prescription (22.7%).   
 

 
 

 

Yes, 76.3% 

No, 16.5% 

No Answer, 7.1% 

Do you have a primary health care provider or other health care 
professional? 

28.4% 

10.2% 

22.7% 

68.2% 

80.8% 

72.6% 

3.4% 9.0% 4.7% 

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

Seeing a doctor or other
health care professional

Seeing a mental health
professional

Filling/refillong a
prescription

In the past year have costs prevented you from...? 

Yes

No

No Answer



KEY FINDINGS  
 

Community Health Needs Assessment Page 19 
 

Barriers to Activities 

The top three barriers that survey respondents stated that, all of the time or sometimes, prevented 
themselves or a family member from fully participating in activities outside of the home were; 
finances (43.3.%), a disability (16.6%), and transportation (12.8%). 
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Community Needs 

Within the survey, participants were able to respond to questions regarding their thoughts on 
services, programs, housing options, and facilities they believe Jennings County needed.  The top 
five responses for needs in the community were; youth centers (55.1%), substance abuse 
prevention (53.6%), commercial development leading to job creation (53.2%), walking and 
biking paths (51.3%), and low income housing (49.6%).  When asked about what services 
Jennings County needed more of, 37.4% stated that there needed to be more drug/substance 
abuse programs.  
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Community Needs 

When asked about what types of housing options Jennings County needed more of, nearly half of 
all respondents (49.6%) stated that there needed to be an increase in low –income housing 
options. Assisted living for seniors (41.4%) and emergency shelters (40.2%) rounded out the top 
three needs for housing, respectively.  
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Community Needs 

Two of the top five overall needs of the community, based on survey responses, were results 
from the question “Jennings County needs more of the following:” This question referred to what 
centers or facilities were needed in Jennings county.  55.1% and 51.3% of respondents stated that 
youth centers and walking/bike paths were needed in the community.   
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Community Needs 

Jennings County respondents reported that they would like to see infrastructure improvements 
within their community.  These may not seem to be directly related to the health needs of the 
community; however, they do have an impact on the overall physical and emotional wellness of 
the community. 
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Community Needs 

Over half of respondents (53.6%) stated that there needed to be more substance abuse prevention 
programs (illegal and prescription drugs) in Jennings County.  The next highest ranked needed 
programs revolve around youth: teen pregnancy (47.4%), after school programs for teens 
(47.2%), obesity prevention (46.1%), and prevention of underage drinking of alcohol (43.0%).   
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Community Needs 

More than half of survey respondents stated that Jennings County needed more commercial 
development that would lead to job creation (53.2%).  This need could be associated with the 
estimated county unemployment rate of 11%, which is more than 2% above the state 
unemployment rate. 6 
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Qualitative Responses 

Respondents were able to leave feedback regarding the organizations, who they donated to in the 
past year, and any comments regarding the quality of life in Jennings County.  Respondents 
identified 108 organizations in which they donated to within the past year.  Comments regarding 
the quality of life in Jennings County varied greatly, as each response is relative to each 
individual’s experiences.  Some examples of these can be found below.  **All qualitative 
responses can be found in the appendix. 

- “I want Jennings Co to be known for its good schools, its hard-working citizens, and 
its beauty. I don’t want surrounding communities to be able to belittle us for our 
reputation of drugs, teen pregnancy or low socioeconomic status.” 

- “I have lived here all my life and I love Jennings County. It is a small town, for the 
most part it is a safe place to raise children and not worry about the things that happen 
in bigger towns and cities.  I hope more people could have a chance to help with our 
community charities, fund raisers, etc... Most people are busy raising families, but 
there are some who I think would love to help. Myself included.” 

- “Jennings County does not get the funding necessary to help the community.  The 
community suffers with extreme drug use, teen pregnancy, and child abuse / neglect.  
There needs to be education for the parents and more opportunities to work for those 
who are in extreme poverty.  Those who want to work often can't because of the 
distance to employers.  The foster care system is difficult to place children because 
there are a lack of foster care homes.  Losing Jennings Villas was a huge blow to this 
community!  Sexual abuse is another problem that needs to be addressed.” 

- “Jennings County has many opportunities for those who wish to take advantage of 
them. An area of improvement would be to have better a better structure in place for 
rental homes. Landlords should have to apply for a permit to rent the home, which 
entails passing an inspection. This would eliminate unsafe, unsanitary and 
unattractive housing issues.” 

- “Continue to strengthen the support and services we provide to the elderly and youth 
in our community.  Also, we are in dire need of housing for our homeless.” 

- “No jobs here.  My son went to college, but there were no jobs for him to come back 
to here.” 

- “Need to instill pride/ be proud of our community.” 
- “Wonderful place to live but badly needs decent paying jobs with benefits.” 
- “The general educational level of the county is rather low which leads to poor job 

skills and poor health.  The rural nature of the county impedes the growth of cultural 
activities.  Many people have to drive so far to work, they are less inclined to want to 
involve their children in after school activities.  The lack of nutrition education and 
life skills education is appalling. The young are not prepared to face independent life 
here.  Drug abuse is horrid here.”
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Limitations & Summary 

All data collected within this survey is self-reported.  Respondents may have the tendency to 
underreport some behaviors that may be considered unhealthy, illegal, or unacceptable within 
their community.  A limitation from this data collection is that there is a large representation of 
women (71.6%), individuals aged 45 and above (75.6%), and living within the 47265 zip code 
(73.7%).  A CHNA provides a snapshot of the overall needs within the community; these large 
representations could provide biased results/answers towards these groups.  Another limitation 
was that only 532 surveys were collected.  Given the time allotted for collection, and the 
timeframe set for reporting the findings, more surveys were not able to be gathered.   

The top ten community needs, identified by Jennings County respondents were: 

1. Youth Centers 6. Job Training 
2. Substance Abuse Prevention (Illegal 

and Prescription Drugs 
7. Educational Opportunities 

3. Commercial Development Leading to 
Job Creation 

8. Teen Pregnancy Prevention 

4. Walking and Bike Paths 9. Afterschool Programs for Teens 
5. Low Income Housing 10. Summer Recreation for Youth 

 

The top health indicators were: 

High Blood Pressure (45.9%)     High Cholesterol (41.5%)    Overweight/Obesity (32.7%) 
Depression (22.6%)         Anxiety (19.0%)                    Diabetes (17.9%) 

Jennings County respondent’s health behaviors that potentially influence these health indicators: 

• 27.4% of Jennings County respondents were advised to lose weight. 
• 62% did not meet the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s daily physical activity 

recommendations of 150 minutes of physical activity each week.7 
• 13.5% of respondents smoke and 21.4% live in household where someone else uses tobacco. 
• Costs also influence behavior: 

- 28.4% responded that cost prevented them from seeing a doctor or health care 
professional. 

- 27.7% stated that cost prevented them from filling or refilling a prescription. 
- 43.3% stated that finances kept them from participating, at the minimum sometimes, 

in activities outside of their home. 
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Jennings (JN) 
 

 Jennings 
County 

Indiana National 
Benchmark* 

Rank 
(of 92) 

Health Outcomes 86 
Mortality 86 
Premature death 9,725 7,687 5,466  
Morbidity 73 
Poor or fair health 19% 16% 10%  
Poor physical health days 4.9 3.6 2.6  
Poor mental health days 4.7 3.6 2.3  
Low birth weight 7.5% 8.1% 6.0%  
Health Factors 87 
Health Behaviors 85 
Adult smoking 35% 24% 14%  
Adult obesity 30% 31% 25%  
Physical inactivity 29% 27% 21%  
Excessive drinking 16% 16% 8%  
Motor vehicle crash death rate 25 15 12  
Sexually transmitted infections 164 341 84  
Teen birth rate 73 44 22  
Clinical Care 76 
Uninsured 18% 16% 11%  
Primary care physicians 3,506:1 1,267:1 631:1  
Preventable hospital stays 87 78 49  
Diabetic screening 82% 82% 89%  
Mammography screening 61% 64% 74%  
Social & Economic Factors 83 
High school graduation 82% 84%   
Some college 40% 58% 68%  
Unemployment 12.4% 10.2% 5.4%  
Children in poverty 22% 22% 13%  
Inadequate social support 27% 20% 14%  
Children in single-parent 

 
35% 32% 20%  

Violent crime rate  367 73  
Physical Environment 36 
Air pollution-particulate matter 

 
1 2 0  

Air pollution-ozone days 0 3 0  
Access to recreational facilities 4 10 16  
Limited access to healthy foods 1% 7% 0%  
Fast food restaurants 48% 50% 25%  
* 90th percentile, i.e., only 10% are better .Note: Blank values reflect unreliable or missing data 2012 
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Frequency Tables 
Question 1. Has a doctor or other health care professional ever told you that you had the 
following: 

High Cholesterol 
Yes 221 41.5 
No 198 37.2 

High Blood Pressure 
Yes 244 45.9 
No 184 34.6 

Asthma 
Yes 62 11.7 
No 302 56.8 

Chronic Fatigue Syndrome 
Yes 9 1.7 
No 338 63.5 

Diabetes 
Yes 95 17.9 
No 277 52.1 

Lung Disease 
Yes 23 4.3 
No 325 61.1 

Overweight/Obesity 
Yes 174 32.7 
No 224 42.1 

Sexually Transmitted Disease 
Yes 12 2.3 
No 341 64.1 

Mental Illness 
Yes 23 4.3 
No 326 61.3 

Fibromyalgia 
Yes 37 7.0 
No 311 58.5 

Depression 
Yes 120 22.6 
No 252 47.4 

Anxiety 
Yes 101 19.0 
No 263 49.4 

Heart Problems 
Yes 78 21.6 
No 283 78.4 

Cancer 
Yes 51 9.6 
No 308 57.9 

Thyroid Disease 
Yes 68 12.8 
No 301 56.6 

High Risk Pregnancy 
Yes 21 3.9 
No 331 62.2 

Stroke 
Yes 23 4.3 
No 325 61.1 

 RESPONSE FREQUENCY PERCENT 
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Question 2. How often do you visit a doctor or other health care professional for a regular check-
up? 
 FREQUENCY PERCENT 
Every 6 months 186 35.0 
Every year (annually) 214 40.2 
Every other year 28 5.3 
Every several years 51 9.6 
Never 42 7.9 
No Answer 11 2.1 
 
Question 3. How often do you get a dental exam? 
 FREQUENCY PERCENT 
Every 6 months 210 39.5 
Every year (annually) 96 18.0 
Every other year 30 5.6 
Every several years 74 13.9 
Never 108 20.3 
No Answer 14 2.6 
 
Question 4. Do you smoke? 
 FREQUENCY PERCENT 
Yes 72 13.5 
No 454 85.3 
No Answer 6 1.1 
 
Question 5. Do you use smokeless tobacco? 
 FREQUENCY PERCENT 
Yes 18 3.4 
No 500 94.0 
No Answer 14 2.6 
 
Question 6. Does anyone else in your household use tobacco? 
 FREQUENCY PERCENT 
Yes 114 21.4 
No 410 77.1 
No Answer 8 1.5 
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Question 7. In the past year has a doctor or other health care professional advised you about your 
weight? 
 FREQUENCY PERCENT 
Yes, lose weight 146 27.4 
Yes, gain weight 10 1.9 
Yes, maintain weight 22 4.1 
No 296 55.6 
Did not see a doctors or health 
care professional in the past year 

49 9.2 

No Answer 9 1.7 
 
Question 8. How often do you exercise? 
 FREQUENCY PERCENT 
Never or Rarely 180 33.8 
A few times per month 102 19.2 
Once a week 48 9.0 
Several times per week 117 22.0 
Daily 55 10.3 
More than once per day 17 3.2 
No Answer 13 2.4 
 
Question 9. Where do you exercise? (Check all that apply: 
 FREQUENCY PERCENT 
Home 349 63.9 
Park 67 12.6 
Middle School Gym/Park 24 4.7 
YMCA 1 .2 
Curves 4 .8 
Chiro-Train 9 1.7 
Anytime Fitness 37 7.0 
Other 60 11.9 
No Answer 71 13.3 
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Question 10. Have you or a family member ever been victims of domestic violence, or physical, 
sexual, or verbal abuse? 
 FREQUENCY PERCENT 
Yes 123 23.1 
No 399 75.0 
No Answer 10 1.9 
 
Question 11. Have you or a family member ever had a problem with alcohol? 
 FREQUENCY PERCENT 
Yes 115 21.6 
No 411 77.3 
No Answer 6 1.1 
 
Question 12. Have you or a family member ever been addicted to an illegal substance? 
 FREQUENCY PERCENT 
Yes 59 11.1 
No 463 87.0 
No Answer 10 1.9 
 
Question 13. Do you have any problems meeting your primary health care needs?  
 FREQUENCY PERCENT 
Yes 112 21.1 
No 400 75.2 
No Answer 20 3.8 
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Question 13a: If yes, please choose the reason(s) why below: (Check all that apply) 
 FREQUENCY PERCENT 
Limited hours at primary health care office 20 17.8 
I do not have any transportation to primary 
health care provider’s office  

14 12.5 

I cannot get an appointment the same day 
when I am sick 

42 37.5 

I wait too long in the waiting room to see the 
doctor 

32 28.5 

I don’t understand my insurance coverage 13 11.6 
I do not receive calls back from my primary 
healthcare provider  

9 8.0 

The location of the healthcare office is too far 
away from my home 

5 4.4 

No Answer 19 16.9 
 
Question 14. In your opinion, Jennings County needs more of these services? (Check all that 
apply) 
 FREQUENCY PERCENT 
Preventative Screenings 172 32.2 
Chronic Disease Management 110 20.7 
Specialist Care 140 26.3 
Prenatal Care 118 22.2 
Dental Care 93 17.5 
Eye Care 58 10.9 
Drug/Substance Abuse Programs 199 37.4 
Nutrition Education 151 28.4 
Weight Control Education 171 32.1 
Other 44 8.3 
No Answer 117 22.0 
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Question 15. What is the source of your health care coverage? (Check all that apply) 
 FREQUENCY PERCENT 
Employer 196 36.9 
Family Member’s Employer 95 17.9 
Privately Paid Plan 71 13.4 
Medicare 181 34.0 
Medicaid, Hoosier Healthwise, or HPP 51 9.6 
Do Not Have Health Insurance 44 8.3 
No Answer 3 0.6 
 
Question 16. Is it a hardship to pay the co-pay or deductible required by your insurance? 
 FREQUENCY PERCENT 
Yes 169 31.8 
No 298 56.0 
Do Not Have Health Insurance 43 8.1 
No Answer 22 4.1 
 
Question 17. Do your children have health insurance? 
 FREQUENCY PERCENT 
Yes 197 37.0 
No 32 6.0 
Don’t Have Dependent Children 274 51.5 
No Answer 29 5.5 
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Question 18. In the past year, have costs prevented you from: 
a. Seeing a doctor or other 
health care professional? 

FREQUENCY PERCENT 

Yes 151 28.4 
No 363 68.2 
No Answer 18 3.4 
 
b. Seeing a mental health care 
professional? 

FREQUENCY PERCENT 

Yes 54 10.2 
No 430 80.8 
No Answer 48 9.0 
 
c. Filling or refilling a 
prescription? 

FREQUENCY PERCENT 

Yes 121 22.7 
No 386 72.6 
No Answer 25 4.7 
 
Question 19. Do you have a Primary Health Care Provider or other health care professional? 
 FREQUENCY PERCENT 
Yes 406 76.3 
No 88 16.5 
No Answer 38 7.1 
 
Question 20. Which of the following do you use? (Check all that apply) 
 FREQUENCY PERCENT 
Telephone (your own) 397 74.6 
Computer 347 65.2 
Television 411 77.3 
Telephone (not your own) 51 9.6 
Internet 348 65.4 
Cable or Satellite TV 374 70.3 
Cell Phone 442 83.1 
Public Library 209 39.3 
No Answer 12 2.3 
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Question 21. Jennings County needs more of the following housing options: (Check all that 
apply) 
 FREQUENCY PERCENT 
Single-Family Homeownership 161 30.3 
Single Family Rental 128 24.2 
Condos 48 9.0 
Assisted Living for Seniors 220 41.4 
Emergency Shelters 214 40.2 
Transitional Housing 80 15.0 
Low-Income Housing 264 49.6 
Housing for Youth Aging Out of 
Foster Care 

126 23.7 

Housing with Services for People 
with Physical or Mental Disabilities 

136 25.6 

No Answer 78 14.7 
 
Question 22. Jennings County needs more of the following: (Check all that apply). 
 FREQUENCY PERCENT 
Senior Centers 93 17.5 
Youth Centers 294 55.3 
Child Care Providers 119 22.4 
Walking and Bike Paths 273 51.3 
Health Facilities 128 24.1 
Parks or Recreation Facilities 140 26.3 
Indoor Pools 160 30.1 
Center to Serve People with 
Disabilities 

132 24.8 

Supporting the Arts 133 25.0 
Farmer’s Market 102 19.2 
Community Gardens 127 23.9 
No Answer 65 12.2 
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Question 23. In your opinion, Jennings County needs to improve infrastructure in which of the 
following areas: (Check all that apply) 
 FREQUENCY PERCENT 
Storm Water Drains 125 23.5 
Sidewalks 197 37.0 
Streets and Road Maintenance 238 44.7 
Recycling 213 40.0 
Water and Air Quality 123 23.1 
Crime Prevention 224 42.1 
Transportation Services 207 38.9 
Sewage Treatment 108 20.3 
Community Pride 225 42.3 
No Answer 66 12.4 
 
Question 24. In your opinion, Jennings County needs more of the following programs; (Check all 
that apply) 
 FREQUENCY PERCENT 
Child Abuse Prevention 224 42.1 
Youth Mentoring 224 42.1 
Teen Pregnancy Prevention 252 47.4 
Summer Recreation for Youth 249 46.8 
Childhood Obesity/Overweight 
Prevention 

245 46.1 

Food Pantry Program 140 26.3 
Prevention of Underage Drinking 
(Alcohol) 

229 43.0 

Before and After School Care for 
Children 

202 38.0 

Substance Abuse Prevention 
(Illegal and Prescription Drugs) 

285 53.6 

Afterschool Programs for Teens 251 47.2 
Mental Health Program for Youth 166 31.2 
No Answer 65 12.2 
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Question 25. In your opinion, Jennings County needs more of: (Check all that apply) 
 FREQUENCY PERCENT 
Commercial Development Leading 
to Job Creation 

283 53.2 

Job Training 258 48.5 
Small Business Loans 128 24.1 
Assistance for Businesses 123 23.1 
Educational Opportunities 254 47.7 
Leadership Development 153 28.8 
No Answer 86 16.2 
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Question 26. How often do the following prevent you or a family member from fully 
participating in activities outside the home? 
 RESPONSE FREQUENCY PERCENT 

Cultural Differences All The Time 3 0.6 
Sometimes 25 4.7 
Rarely 54 10.2 
Never 362 68.0 
No Answer 88 16.5 

Language Differences All The Time 8 1.5 
Sometimes 17 3.2 
Rarely 55 10.3 
Never 367 69.0 
No Answer 85 16.0 

Ability to Read and 
Write 

All The Time 6 1.1 
Sometimes 11 2.1 
Rarely 13 2.4 
Never 415 78.0 
No Answer 87 16.4 

Disability All The Time 28 5.3 
Sometimes 60 11.3 
Rarely 24 4.5 
Never 348 65.4 
No Answer 72 13.5 

Transportation All The Time 17 3.2 
Sometimes 51 9.6 
Rarely 45 8.5 
Never 336 63.2 
No Answer 83 15.6 

Finances All The Time 62 11.7 
Sometimes 168 31.6 
Rarely 59 11.1 
Never 179 33.6 
No Answer 64 12.0 
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Question 27. How well does your local school system meet the needs of your family? 
 FREQUENCY PERCENT 
Very Well 58 10.9 
Well 235 44.2 
Poorly 74 13.9 
Very Poorly 26 4.9 
No Answer 139 26.1 
 
Question 28. What best describes the job you have? 
 FREQUENCY PERCENT 
Farming 10 1.9 
Manufacturing 28 5.3 
Retail or Services 38 7.1 
Technical 20 3.8 
Retired 140 26.3 
Managerial or Professional 120 22.6 
Government 35 6.6 
Caregiver 33 6.2 
Stay-at-Home Parent 18 3.4 
Not Employed 64 12.0 
No Answer 26 4.9 
 
Question 29 If you are not employed, why? 
 FREQUENCY PERCENT 
Disabled 39 60.9 
Work Related Injury 1 1.5 
Lack of Skill 0 0 
Temporary Layoff 0 0 
Unable to Find Employment 9 14.0 
Choose Not to Work 10 15.6 
No Answer 5 7.8 
 
Question 30. What is your gender? 
 FREQUENCY PERCENT 
Male 137 25.8 
Female 381 71.6 
No Answer 14 2.6 
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Question 31. What is your age> 
 FREQUENCY PERCENT 
Below 18 1 .2 
18 – 24 17 3.2 
25 – 34 39 7.3 
35 – 44 61 11.5 
45 – 54 115 21.6 
55 – 64 125 23.5 
65 or Older 162 30.5 
No Answer 12 2.3 
 
Question 32. What is your zip code? 
 FREQUENCY PERCENT 
47265 392 73.7 
47245 4 .8 
47223 25 4.7 
47227 27 5.1 
47273 40 7.5 
47282 13 2.4 
Other 19 3.6 
No Answer 12 2.3 
 
Question 33. How many people in your household are under the age of 18? 
 FREQUENCY PERCENT 
0 358 6736 
1 73 13.7 
2 65 9.8 
3 24 4.5 
4 8 1.5 
5 3 0.6 
No Answer 14 2.6 
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Question 34. How many people in your household are 65 years or older? 
 FREQUENCY PERCENT 
0 320 60.2 
1 118 22.2 
2 79 14.8 
3 5 0.9 
No Answer 10 1.9 
 
Question 35. What is your ethnic background? (Check all that apply) 
 FREQUENCY PERCENT 
Caucasian (White) 506 95.1 
Hispanic 5 0.9 
African American (Black) 0 0 
Asian American 1 0.2 
Native American 16 3.0 
Other 2 0.4 
No Answer 3 0.6 
 
Question 36. What is the highest level of education that you have completed? 
 FREQUENCY PERCENT 
8th Grade or Less 5 0.9 
Some High School 30 5.6 
High School Graduate/GED 189 35.5 
Technical School/Skilled Trade 36 6.8 
Some College 99 18.6 
Associates Degree 30 5.6 
Bachelor’s Degree 61 11.5 
Graduate or Professional Degree 71 13.3 
No Answer 11 2.1 
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Question 37. What is your household income? 
 FREQUENCY PERCENT 
Less than $10,000 35 6.6 
$10,000 - $14,999 47 8.8 
$15,000 - $19,999 39 7.3 
$20,000 - $29,999 69 13.0 
$30,000 - $44,999 76 14.3 
$45,000 - $54,999 46 8.6 
$55,000 - $74,999 72 13.5 
Over $75,000 89 16.7 
No Answer 59 11.1 
 
Question 38. What is your marital status? 
 FREQUENCY PERCENT 
Single 69 13.0 
Married 298 56.0 
Divorced 84 15.8 
Separated 6 1.1 
Widowed 63 11.8 
No Answer 12 2.3 
 
Question 39. In the past year, have you or anyone in your family donated to a charitable 
organization in Jennings County? 
 FREQUENCY PERCENT 
Yes 367 69.0 
No 123 23.1 
No Answer 42 7.9 
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QUALITATIVE SURVEY DATA 
 
Question 9. Where do you exercise? (other). 

- Walking     Ceraland Fitness Center 
- Walk     Work 
- Miller Chiropractic   Dance 
- Everywhere    Vernon Gym 
- Outside     Shopping Center 
- Muscatatuck Wildlife Refuge  Scipio Fire Station 
- Zumba Class    Jennings County High School 
- Selmier State Forest   Farrell’s Extreme Body 
- Golf Course    Yoga Class 
-  

Question 14. In your opinion, Jennings County needs more of these services? (other). 
Emergency Medical Services  911   Elderly 
Low-Cost Clinic   Hearing Aides  Cheaper Health Care 
Poverty Prevention   Foot Care  Mental Health Professionals 
Tobacco Cessation   Low Income  Free Clinic 
Teen Pregnancy Prevention  Pathologists that accept Medicaid 
Childhood Obesity    Alzheimer’s Support 
Immunization    Health Screening New Patient Education 
Young Girls Respect Program Subsidized Clinic Drug Abuse Programs 
Domestic Violence Care  Exercise Facilities Social Services 
Affordable Healthcare   Rheumatologist Primary Care Physicians 
Health Promotion   Psychiatric Care Incarceration 
Logic Classes    Planned Parenthood Sliding Scale Dentist 
Counseling for Children   

 
Question 32. What is your zip code? (other) 
 47263  47138  47214  47229  47270  47170 
 47031  47232  47283  47231  47032  47230 
 47250  47274  47023   
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Question 39a. If “yes: which organizations?  
 Goodwill    St. Vincent de Paul    Hospice 
 Food Pantry    Church     United Way 
 Alpha Gama Rho   Big Brothers Big Sisters  Schools 
 Community Foundation  American Veteran’s Association Police  
 Arthritis Foundation   First Baptist Church   St. Jude 

Ronald McDonald House  Good Samaritan   ARC 
Pregnancy Care Center  Historical Society   MRC 
Volunteer Fire Dept   American Heart Association  SUDP

 Disabled Veterans   St. Mary’s Church   Senior Center 
Greathouse Hardware   Salvation Army   Cancer Studies 
Veterans Transportation  Park Theater    Joy of Giving 
Angle Tree    Backpack Program   VFW 
Homeless Children   Shoebox Christmas   Fire Dept. 
American Legion   Food Banks    Gideons 
Special Olympics   Christian Homecare Projects  Mercy Rescue 
Deputy Sheriffs Association  American Diabetes Foundation Hospital Guild 
Women’s Giving Circle  Relay for Life    JCCDV 
Blood Bank    Jenn. Co. Bikers for Kids  NVFD 
God’s Bible School   Holy Ground    JCYF 
Gleaners    Teddy Bear Program   Cancer 
New Bethel UMC   American Lung Association  Coats for Kids 
Recycle Center   Vernon Fire Dept   Kiwanis 
Domestic Violence   Sheriffs Dept    Purdue 
University of Indianapolis  Riley Hospital Foundation  4-H 
Campbell Fire Dept   Moose Lodge    Red Cross 
March of Dimes   Charlie Graham Ministries   Eagles  
JC Horse and Pony Club  Boy/Girl Scouts   DAV 
Jennings Villa    Knights of Columbus   DSI 
Psi Iota Xi    Jennings Co Athletics   Cop for Kids 
Animal Shelter   Little League    CASA 
Jennings Co Council on Domestic Violence     Parks & Rec 
Senior Resource    Cystic Fibrosis Foundation  FLASH 
Jennings County FOP   Chamber of Commerce  Library 
Agency on Aging   Friends of the Muscatatuck River  



APPENDIX    
 

Community Health Needs Assessment Page 47 
   

Question 39a. If “yes: which organizations? (Continued…) 
 Jump Rope for Heart   Riley’s Hospital   Youth Soccer 
 Kettle Campaign   Jennings County Fair Queen  Centerstone 
 St Vincent Foundation  United Methodist Church  Orchestra  
 Jenn Co. Developmental Services First Baptist Church   Bethel Baptist 
 Delta Theta Tau   Muscular Dystrophy    
 Jennings County Republican Party North Vernon Rotary    

Hayden Museum   Extension Homemakers   
 
Question 39b. Please make any comments or suggestions relating to the quality of life in 
Jennings County. 

- Quality of life is good. I just like the hometown way of life, my personal feeling is I 
think there are way too many people living in this area 

- I want Jennings Co to be known for its good schools, its hard-working citizens, and 
its beauty. I don’t want surrounding communities to be able to belittle us for our 
reputation of drugs, teen pregnancy or low socioeconomic status 

- There are people out here that have serious drug problems that need help, but no one 
is willing to help them get clean and stay clean and sober 

- I love Jennings Co. I sometimes wish we had some facilities available in larger 
communities such as a decent "Y" with exercise facilities, gym, pool, etc. 

- We need to work on drawing high school graduates back to Jennings Co. after they 
have completed their college degrees along with sharing more pride in our community 

- I have sold my cabin and rent an apt in N Vernon. Love it. I'm 5 minutes from 
everything.  We need more apartments 

- Good place to live. Lots of places worse 
- The quality of life in Jennings County is excellent.  There is always room for 

improvement, however, politics should never, ever, rear its ugly head in making 
community decisions 

- Lack of employment makes it hard as a parent to provide for the family.  Lack of 
carpooling or transportation makes finding work and keeping work hard. Wish they 
had work at home employment 

- Electric and water cost are outrageous! 
- Illegal drugs appear to be worse. Worried about shootings at schools (safety). Need 

something local for young generation to do. Jennings schools need to realize bullying 
is and has been a continuous issue.  I deal with it from my child, she denies it when 
asked about it 
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Question 39b. Please make any comments or suggestions relating to the quality of life in 
Jennings County (Continued…) 

- This is a good community with the potential to be a great community.  Fix the CSL 
issues it’s like a border town without patrol. Its negativity draws more negativity to it, 
and pulls away from the rest of the community. Incorporate it! 

- Offer more options for health, dental, eye care for low income, cash paying families 
that can't afford insurance 

- I like Jennings better than surrounding counties; it is more relaxed and costs less to 
live here.  Would love to see an Aldi's store here and bicycle trails/paths.  Keep things 
clean and simple they do have appeal. Need small business, sidewalk café type stuff. 
get people out to slow down and enjoy more social 

- Need more home cooking style restaurants, wider variety of shipping opportunities 
and retail department stores, more entertainment 

- Jennings County is a very poor county with bad school. Right now I pay for private 
education for my children so they do not have to go to public schools. When they 
reach high school age, we will take them to another county. I feel our community 
does not invest in our children or their education. I have lived here all my life and do 
NOT with for my children to stay here after school. We encourage them on a weekly 
basis to not stay in this community 

- Clean-up of Country Squire Lakes area - it is a disgrace although many nice people in 
that area.  Drug issues. Pregnancy in teens, and un prepared young adults 

- In my opinion, the school system here (particularly middle/high school) needs the 
most support. I know many amazing teachers employed here, but the resources 
available and the lack of parental involvement are staggering. My children to go 
private school b/c I will not have them attend a JCSC school 

- Yes, improve hospital staff (doctors) I will not ever again fo to the local hospital. Two 
bad experiences plus hearing of many more. Foreign doctors save you money, but 
loses customers. I will never to go St. Vincent hospital 

- The water from Dupont smells bad. CSL is a mess. New child care you can afford so 
we can get jobs. The cost of health care is too high, the hospital cost in the emergency 
room is $500.00 for a dr to give you a shot after 1 to 2 hours of leaving you out there 
and not coming back to see if you okay 

- I don't go to N. Vernon much. I go to Seymour 
- I love living in Jenn Co, I was born and raised here. I can't imagine living anywhere 

else 
- Overall a great place to live. A small but nice little town to raise my family. A very 

caring community 
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Question 39b. Please make any comments or suggestions relating to the quality of life in 
Jennings County (Continued…) 

- Home improvement for low income people. It is hard to do the upkeep.  Need new 
central air, also need roof repaired or new roof, and I don’t have the money for these 
things or any other repairs when something breaks 

- I moved here in 1990. Then it was great, I thought. Recently it seems to have 
deteriorated, especially for the older generation. Lack of eating places for older 
adults. Jennings co. people don't seem to support the social functions, clubs, or 
military organizations they belong to. use it or lose it. 

- Better restaurants that aren't fast food.  The traffic on St Rd 7 is always bad. Better 
location for the senior center would be nice 

- Too many drug addicts, and not much for the kids to do to keep them off the streets 
- A ok here 
- Need more ways to help people come out of poverty. Most people lose their jobs 

because of not having child care for their children. Childcare is a very high cost. More 
places (nice) to live that are low rent. 

- Improving leadership, but getting to where gets practical, especially teens 
- A better way to get word out about immediate community concerns - i.e. boil your 

water 
- Very disappointed at the lifestyle and record of CSL, (low income housing, but not a 

place to raise children) 
- Improve and maintain the roads. Gravel roads and potholes are not inviting to new 

businesses or residents 
- Need to be more bike friendly 
- Too many have drug problems (heroin, ecstasy, meth)  Need more drug 

rehabilitation/easy access for drug abusers 
- I use the food pantry every month. They need more options on food. More than 1/2 of 

their food is past the exp date.  I loved here 11 years ago from CA and love it here 
- Need honest police force. Need something for ALL teens to do that is positive 
- The people who work at the senior citizen center in NV are not honest and mostly the 

ones that pass out the food. They give you out dated food, freezer burnt meat, and out 
dated bread, and you wait for hours and you see them put the good food items back.     

- There is nothing to do in Jennings county that I can afford 
- Couldn't get a physical exam even after offering to pay cash 
- I have always lived in Jennings County, at first in the country, I loved the country but 

for health and other personal reasons I had to move to North Vernon now I'm settled 
in town and enjoy it very much 
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Question 39b. Please make any comments or suggestions relating to the quality of life in 
Jennings County (Continued…) 

- I have lived here all my life and I love Jennings County. It is a small town, for the 
most part it is a safe place to raise children and not worry about the things that happen 
in bigger towns and cities.  I hope more people could have a chance to help with our 
community charities, fund raisers, etc... Most people are busy raising families, but 
there are some who I think would love to help. Myself included 

- We need a YMCA and an indoor pool for exercise for the elderly 
- I have a good doctor now, but in the past the good doctors have not stayed  
- I wouldn't live anywhere else 
- Thank you for caring 
- Quit focusing on appearances and focus on schools and programs. A park downtown 

should be replaced with YMCA for youths or a youth center 
- Overall I think it’s a great place to live 
- I have lived in NV all my life and I miss the small business that have been forced out 

by big business. My choices are limited and I don’t like that 
- The only things our community has to offer is an abundance of cheap unskilled labor. 

The only way we can improve this situation is to train the people that really want to 
work. 

- No activities for families to do or to keep youth off the streets 
- There as never been anything for young teens to do. We moved back here after our 

father passed away, whom was in the air force for 22 years. The reason we have so 
many teens doing drugs and alcohol is because there is nothing else affordable for 
them to do, never has been. They have to drive to Columbus or Seymour for movies, 
skating, or anything and country kids usually don’t have the money or opportunity to 
do that. 

- Need more assistance, including counseling and guidance, for the disadvantages and 
undereducated, which does benefit the whole community. Simply cutting back on 
assistance programs does not force people to become more productive, useful, and 
self-sufficient. 

- Get rid of the drug use and provide better affordable dental care so people can walk 
around with a set of teeth, obese is a problem also 

- It is pretty good can stand more improvement in dealing with homeless health needs 
and financial assistance also transportation needs and assistance with food 

- We are a very low income community that does not have a lot to offer for teens, 
young adults, or even older persons 

- It would be good to have health insurance I could afford with preexisting illness 
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Question 39b. Please make any comments or suggestions relating to the quality of life in 
Jennings County (Continued…) 

- You put to many people in charge of management position who only use it to help 
their causes your hospital could be a lot more efficient with new management but not 
in Rousse. The ones you have now stand and gossip and play around when people 
would rather have better service 

- We love it here but are worried about the 10% unemployment, need one or two good 
family restaurant, worry about CSL 

- It is my view that Jennings is a great place to live. They are trying to be more self-
contained. However, NV is a "bedroom community" and has the ills and pleasures 
that (?). I suggest the old ol Wal-Mart be considered as low income possibility to turn 
into housing and senior needs. Seniors would find this a great need 

- No jobs in the area worth working. Low paying jobs don't pay the bills.  This leads to 
poverty, drugs, teenage pregnancy. If this is what you’re looking for, welcome to 
Jennings Co, where nobody in charge cares 

- This summer amazed me due to the amount of homeless people that were service 
neglected. We have an ill prepared homeless shelter that does not have the aid for 
those who are homeless due to alcohol and drug abuse or even mental illness. We 
need a new director for the homeless shelter 

- Trash along streets and Co roads, I've seen small trash, cans, food, paper, cups. I've 
seen sofas, chairs, tires, stoves. I never see tickets on trash 

- Need jobs for felons who need a second change. Too much theft. Too many meth 
labs, traffic is terrible. Health education, too many ignorant people, property tax 
unaffordable, insurance rates extremely high and unaffordable 

- Indoor park where kids can stay active when weather is bad 
- Very poor social attitude, respect for each other and compliance to very simple social 

rules, like parking lots lines and so on. 
- Need better ways for trash disposal and recycling 
- Wish there was more jobs in our area. Decent paying, as well as benefits for families 

that are domestic partners 
- Very low income, poor community 
- Need more specialist doctors, need American restaurants, need American doctors 

(ones you can understand), need more factories for Americans to run instead of 
foreigners to run 

- Wonderful place to live but badly needs decent paying jobs with benefits 
- We need more department stores besides Wal-Mart to keep people in town 
- Should fix the city pool 
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Question 39b. Please make any comments or suggestions relating to the quality of life in 
Jennings County (Continued…) 

- We should try to attract business and educated or skilled people to Jennings Co. 
- We need to take pride in our community. As long as JC citizens talk negatively of our 

community, other will continue to see it as second rate. Numerous opportunities are 
available to those who work for them 

- Needs better animal control officers and facility 
- Not enough Sherriff’s Deputies 
- Quality of life is affected by the fact JC is a poor county. Tax revenue declining, lack 

of jobs  and lack of jobs that pay more than minimum wage. Life is affected by the 
fact that drug and alcohol abuse is more than most counties in Indiana. There are 
generations of families in JC that lack basic life skills and lack the desire to improve 
their life.  There is a deficit in mental health availability for those that can’t cope. 

- This could be a nice town. Why we never got a YMCA I don't know. There were a lot 
of funds raised. Nothing for teens to do. Work is beginning on downtown but spread 
out from short st 

- Have a place for young and old like a YMCA 
- Low cost activities for our children 
- More activities for young kids that are free or low cost. Weight control. 
- Need pride in our community.  Signs for not littering (community involvement, etc) 

Help the people in CSL to be part of Jennings County 
- Need quality restaurants and retail businesses so the residents can shop locally to 

meet their needs 
- Jennings Co needs more youth centers for teenagers. They also need transportation 

for the public. They need some more specialty doctors, more assistance to help the 
lower income people 

- Litter and trash need to be cleaned up. More effort needs to be done to improve the 
community 

- Needs more jobs and businesses. Use money more wisely 
- Need more employment opportunities for younger adults 
- Life is poor for seniors, not many programs for them, little health available for people 

with disabilities 
- Large percentage of poor and neglected citizens. Large feeling of entitlement to 

services. Need to instill pride in the community 
- More attention needs to be paid to our youth and the quality of life will continue to 

get better and better.  Our youth are our future community 
- Good, but have trouble with the cost of living and health needs because of it 
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Question 39b. Please make any comments or suggestions relating to the quality of life in 
Jennings County (Continued…) 

- Really need a free clinic for the sick who can’t afford medical help or insurance and 
free dental too 

- Need business/retail, commercial sale, medical professionals, food services, 
restaurants or dining. Employment growth for this to occur 

- Jennings County has much to offer, but all the effort and money seems to all go into 
North Vernon.  We neglect all of our small rural communities. We need to look at the 
needs of these smaller villages 

- Nothing available for kids in Jennings Co to do.  No skating rink or bowling, just park 
theater 

- Too much child abuse, large drug problem 
- Lots of poverty, no jobs, large amount of uneducated individuals 
- We need to recycle as a community project for everyone. 
- Need to instill pride/ be proud of our community 
- The extreme poverty give the people in this county a low standard of living 
- CSL needs more police presence, too much crime 
- No jobs here.  My son went to college, but there were no jobs for him to come back to 

here.   
- Seems to be a large drug problem throughout the county 
- Affordable health insurance for middle class families and self-employed individuals 
- Need to open the YMCA soon  
- A foundation that is safe and specifically for youth with a swimming pool and lessons 

year round, activities for young and teenagers are needed.  
- Need someplace where teenagers to go so they will try to stay out of trouble. 
- No transportation, low paying jobs, no affordable low income housing, non-profits 

with small budgets don't meet the needs of the people who desperately need their 
services 

- Need low cost things for people to do.  Need to increase activities at the senior center.  
Increase low rent housing and mental health services. 

- Clean up CSL area, it could be nice with a little investment of time and money 
- Need more daycare facilities for single mothers to help assist them with the ability to 

get gainful employment 
- Lots of drug addiction 
- need more things for young people to do 
- Need facilities for the elderly to exercise at 
- Increase assistance for the elderly 
- need more jobs, better roads 
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Question 39b. Please make any comments or suggestions relating to the quality of life in 
Jennings County (Continued…) 

- Continue to strengthen the support and services we provide to the elderly and youth in 
our community.  Also, we are in dire need of housing for our homeless.   

- Jennings County government at the county and city level is completely dysfunctional.  
We need a makeover from top to bottom.  The people who run for public office seem 
to do so because they or their family members cannot get jobs otherwise. City and 
county government is dominated by nepotism of the worst sort.  It is no wonder that 
generally successful and intelligent people do not want to participate. This community 
needs a vision for moving forward based on the strengths that we do have and the 
resources that we can develop.  We have great outdoor recreation areas and some 
beautiful historic homes and business buildings. Yet local officials continue to drive 
businesses out of our historic downtown meanwhile promoting the likes of Wal-Mart.  
Low wage no benefit jobs are not the answer, yet that is what our officials seem to 
pursue. A rising tide lifts all boats.  It's time to raise our aspirations instead of 
continually lowering them. 

- There needs to be a mental health in this county. People are coming to jail that need to 
be under mental health care not jail. Also there needs to be urine drug screens on all 
welfare participants.  

- Stop drug use, more guest speakers at the schools to stop drugs!! We need to educate 
them young! 

- The political system in Jennings County is one of the most corrupt I have ever seen.  / 
The usage of drugs, especially meth, is rampant and Jennings County leads the state (I 
believe) in the number of parent/children relationships being terminated. It's a sad, sad 
situation that needs to be addressed quickly. 

- Jennings County has many opportunities for those who wish to take advantage of 
them. An area of improvement would be to have better a better structure in place for 
rental homes. Landlords should have to apply for a permit to rent the home, which 
entails passing an inspection. This would eliminate unsafe, unsanitary and 
unattractive housing issues. 

- The quality of life in Jennings County is poor to very poor in my opinion.  Some of 
our schools failed to meet the minimum standards of attainment, we rank 91st out of 
92 counties in the number of people with a Bachelor's Degree, unemployment is high, 
and wages low.  Citizens have to commute to shop, work, and to find entertainment.  
There also appears to be a serious substance abuse problem in the county.  The 
majority of young people leave for college and never return due to poor economic 
opportunities and a lack of entertainment/social opportunities.  The county itself 
struggle financially due to low tax collections and population loss.    
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Question 39b. Please make any comments or suggestions relating to the quality of life in 
Jennings County (Continued…) 

- Too many meth labs, too many teen pregnancies, not enough youth programs, too 
many generational families on Food Stamps and Medicaid with no desire to ever 
work for a living and those who do work have to support them. Too many programs 
that enable those above mentioned people to continue their parasitic lifestyle. Too 
many people who feel they need to enable those people mentioned above. 

- Our Welfare systems needs to be educating and putting people to work, so that they 
can gain some respect, self-confidence and moral ethics in themselves and then 
maybe the children would have a chance at life. 

- For many the quality of life in Jennings County is below average. Jennings is in need 
of more social services to help those who can't read and write and lack education, lack 
interpersonal skills and the understanding to help themselves or their family obtains 
assistance that they are eligible for or that they need. Jennings is hugely in need of 
mentoring services for children and adults as well. Many are stuck in a cycle of 
poverty and have no clue how to get out of the cycle or do not see the reason why 
they should get out of the cycle...they are content. Jennings needs more programs for 
youth...a YMCA would have been tremendous! Jennings is in need of a transportation 
plan. There are some who would like to work but have no vehicle or way to get to a 
job in the county let alone to a job out of the county. The existing agencies in the 
county need to learn how to work together and be less territorial....so much good 
could be done if the agencies would learn to work together instead of against each 
other. The agencies need to focus on serving those in need and only those with a 
Service Heart should be in the roles of leadership in the county as there is so much 
need. 

- Jennings County is lacking in the areas of social services and resources to help those 
who are homeless or at risk of becoming homeless. 

- There is not anything for the young people in the county to do. There needs to be 
more stores to shop at in Jennings county otherwise you have to drive out of town. I 
wish there could be more businesses in town to employ those in the county. 

- I personally do not live in Jennings County but I have worked here for almost 9 years. 
I work in Healthcare so I experience a lot of the county’s population. I feel that 
Jennings County is a very poor county where the majority of people are either on 
disability or Medicaid. The children are severely unhealthy and obese, and have very 
poor hygiene. The teen pregnancy rate is one of the highest in the country only 
leading to the continuing cycle of people on welfare and Medicaid. 

- Demographics and concerns are very similar to the county in which I reside. 
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Question 39b. Please make any comments or suggestions relating to the quality of life in 
Jennings County (Continued…) 

- Jennings County does not get the funding necessary to help the community.  The 
community suffers with extreme drug use, teen pregnancy, and child abuse / neglect.  
There needs to be education for the parents and more opportunities to work for those 
who are in extreme poverty.  Those who want to work often can't because of the 
distance to employers.  The foster care system is difficult to place children because 
there are a lack of foster care homes.  Losing Jennings Villas was a huge blow to this 
community!  Sexual abuse is another problem that needs to be addressed. 

- Jennings County is a quintessential small town. There are few programs for the 
children outside of school. There are very few family activities outside of church 
organized events. We nearly always find it necessary to travel 25+ miles to do any 
other than basic household needs shopping and/or to see any medical specialists. Drug 
activities in the local area affect the lives of most of the residents of the area. We 
would love to have a bowling alley, skating rink, or otherwise for local family outings 
when the weather is too bad to visit one of our parks or nature preserves. A YMCA 
would be wonderful, and a boys/girls club equally nice. I enjoy the small town feel, 
but do not like having to travel for so many needs and desires. 

- Better jobs 
- Our Community needs more blue-collar jobs. Which will domino effect other services 

adding to the quality of life for people of Jennings County 
- I have chosen to live here for many years. 
- Need more things for kids to do what ever happened to ymca. 
- Quality of life could be enhanced by the creation and enhancement of outdoor 

recreation and fitness areas, restaurants that offer healthier food options, and 
employers that offer a greater diversity of jobs both managerial and professional. The 
county has limited offerings for professionals with or without children and at the 
same time could enhance the offerings for seniors, the youth, and those in the lower 
socioeconomic areas. 

- We need a teen center or other similar facility.  To make a difference in our 
community.....we need to start with the youth. 

- Living in the county and having limited transportation makes it very difficult to get to 
places needing to go. 

- So many people do not go to doctors because they cannot paid to go cost is to high. 
People do not follow through with doctor orders due to can't afford the cost. Not 
everybody is rich. so many people not are trying just to make ends meet due to jobs 
do not pay enough. It takes more than 2 people in a house hold to work anymore. 
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Question 39b. Please make any comments or suggestions relating to the quality of life in 
Jennings County (Continued…) 

- Close the coordinating council and give both buildings to an ethical charity. 
- Jennings county really needs help with their senior citizen population as well as 

getting tougher on drug dealers. 
- Child care assistance; after school programs needed; Boys Club/Girls Club needed in 

county for teaching of youth, allow community development. 
- Let's be real about the school system. / CSL needs real attention / At some point 

teaching people to care for themselves instead of us doing everything for them would 
be nice 

- After I retired 15 years ago I moved here and I enjoy the way of life and most of the 
people I have met along the way and all the advantages of small town living I think 
Jennings County is a good place to raise children with many churches and schools . 
and many family friendly things to do. 

- The community is cliquish, which makes it hard for people who move in to 
assimilate.    There are lots of caring and thoughtful people, but few leaders.   
Community leadership is needed to improve the quality of life and galvanize our 
community to improve everyone's quality of life.   

- Serious development of pride in the entire community.  Community gatherings in 
various places that have been subjected to vandalism or people feel unsafe.  The more 
people that recognize the value of these gathering places the more vigilant they could 
become and help to watch over and be proud. 

- Jennings is not a bad place to live and raise children; however, it is quite boring. We 
drive out of town nearly every weekend to have something to do, mainly for our 
child. On Saturday's, where can the family go to just get out of the house and do 
something family friendly. Even in the summer, the City Park has teens smoking on 
the basketball courts, using foul language at times, and this is located right next to the 
playground. There needs to be a youth center in Jennings.  

- stop all the construction on every road at the same time....make improvements but not 
together 

- A youth center with additional programs for youth and families are needed in 
Jennings County as it continues to grow and recruit new businesses to the area. 

- Even though it is a small town, it is a great place to live. 
- Too much drug abuse, too many teen pregnancies, too much concentration of 

governmental power within a singular family unit! 
- We need more outdoor recreation, trails, parks, etc.  This is the reason everyone in the 

Midwest is fat and diabetic. 
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Question 39b. Please make any comments or suggestions relating to the quality of life in 
Jennings County (Continued…) 

- Many folks in the county barely get by.  Families with children struggle at times to 
keep them fed, clothed and a roof over their head.  At times the elderly must decide 
whether to eat, heat their house or purchase their prescriptions.  Our community has a 
significant number of uninsured and underinsured folks. 

- Lacking in cultural activities and upscale restaurants. 
- Need more kid oriented activities, quality doctors and daycares 
- I was born and raised here so it's pretty much status quo.  It's adequate for my 

family...and I've never expected much more than that.  But the problem Jennings Co. 
has is no different than what the general society of this country suffers from...and 
that's education.  Education that teaches one "how" to think...to identify what criteria 
makes something "true" or "real" instead of just what to believe, without any real 
justification. We are a stupid nation becoming dumber.  This must change. 

- There is a need to increase community pride. 
- I think we have a beautiful county, but we need people to take pride in their 

community and simply strive to make it a better place.   
- the hospital has been subjugated by outsiders. they no longer have our local good in 

mind.  
- The county needs to annex CSL.  The association takes the dues and does nothing 

with it for the good of the community.  Where is the $375.00 on every lot they receive 
go except suing those that do not pay their dues.  The water company here charges a 
min. bill of $80 if one drop of water is used.  They received federal money to fix the 
water lines and built up their property with new buildings and improvements on their 
lot.  I am buying my property from CSL Sales and when paid off in 2015 it will not be 
worth 1/10th of what I paid for it.  Also the county needs to come in and ticket 
speeders and school buses that are going a min. of 45-60 on the main road (Country 
Manor/big loop).   

- Jennings County would be a much nicer place to live if those in charge would 
concentrate on cleaning up the underlying problems our county has (drugs, sexual 
abuse, domestic abuse, mental illness, etc.) instead of putting a pretty cover on the 
outside and not dealing with the underbelly! 

- Access to medical care for low-income citizens. 
- we need a youth center; not only to keep the youth engaged but to serve as a 

community center for public use 



APPENDIX      
 

Community Health Needs Assessment Page 59 
 

Question 39b. Please make any comments or suggestions relating to the quality of life in Jennings County 
(Continued…) 

- The general educational level of the county is rather low which leads to poor job skills and poor health.  
The rural nature of the county impedes the growth of cultural activities.  Many people have to drive so far 
to work, they are less inclined to want to involve their children in after school activities.  The lack of 
nutrition education and life skills education is appalling. The young are not prepared to face independent 
life here.  Drug abuse is horrid here. 

- Our quality of life should be judged by the actual needs of the people.  This new stellar craze does not 
affect the needs of the people.  Like food, housing, medical....etc.    Revamping the buildings to keep our 
town looking unique is one thing but tearing up an area that has been a unique part of this city for many 
years Is really outrageous. Makes me sad in my heart. 



 

Jennings County 
Community Assessment Survey 

 
Jennings County community leaders greatly appreciate your participation in completing the following survey to assess our 
community’s needs.   All responses will be anonymous and confidential. The results of this survey will be used by community 
leaders to help improve the quality of life in our communities. 
 
Please complete the survey by filling in the circle next to your response for each question. Please use blue or black ink or 
pencil. Return the survey by March 1, 2013. 
 
1.  Has a doctor or other health care professional ever told you that you had the following:  

High cholesterol  Yes  No 
 

Fibromyalgia  Yes  No 

High blood pressure      Yes  No 
 

Depression      Yes  No 

Asthma  Yes  No 
 

Anxiety  Yes  No 

Chronic Fatigue 
Syndrome  Yes  No 

 
Heart problems  Yes  No 

Diabetes  Yes  No 
 

Cancer  Yes  No 

Lung disease  Yes  No 
 

Thyroid disease  Yes  No 

Overweight/Obesity  Yes  No 
 

High risk pregnancy  Yes  No 

Sexually transmitted 
disease (STD)  Yes  No 

 
Stroke  Yes  No 

Mental Illness  Yes  No 
 

     

 
2.  How often do you visit a doctor or health care professional for a regular check-up? 

 Every 6 months   Every year (annually)  Every other year 

 Every several years  Never   

 
3.  How often do you get a dental exam? 

 Every 6 months   Every year (annually)  Every other year 

 Every several years  Never   
 

4. Do you smoke?  Yes  No 

 

5.  Do you use smokeless tobacco?  Yes  No 

6. Does anyone else in your household use tobacco?    Yes  No 

 
 

PLEASE GO TO NEXT PAGE  

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

  

   

  

   

  

  

  

  



 
7.  In the past year has a doctor or other health care professional advised you about your weight? 

 Yes, lose weight  Yes, gain weight  Yes, maintain weight 

 No  Did not see a doctor or health care professional in the past year 

 
8.  How often do you exercise? 

 Never or rarely  A few times per month  Once a week 

 Several times per week  Daily  More than once per day 

 
9.  Where do you exercise?  (Check all that apply) 

 Home  Park  
Middle School 
Gym/Pool  YMCA 

 Curves  Chiro-Train             Anytime Fitness                           Other_______________ 

 
 

10. Have you or a family member ever been victims of domestic violence or physical, sexual, or 
verbal abuse?  Yes  No 

 
 
11. Have you or a family member ever had a problem with 

alcohol?  Yes  No 

 

12. Have you or a family member ever been addicted to an illegal substance?  Yes  No 

 
13.  Do you have any problems meeting your primary health care needs?  If yes, 

please choose the reason(s) why below: (Check all that apply)  Yes  No 

 

 
Limited hours at 
primary health care 
office 

 

I do not have 
transportation to 
primary health care 
provider’s office 

 

I cannot get an 
appointment the 
same day when I am 
sick. 

 
I wait too long in 
the waiting room 
to see the doctor 

 
I don’t understand 
my insurance 
coverage 

 

I do not receive 
calls back from my 
primary healthcare 
provider 

 

The location of the 
healthcare office is 
too far away from 
my home 

  

 
 

14.  In your opinion, Jennings County needs more of these services? (Check all that apply) 

 
Preventative 
Screenings  

Chronic Disease 
Management  Specialist Care  Prenatal Care 

 Dental Care  Eye Care  
Drug/Substance 
Abuse Programs  

Nutrition 
Education 

 
Weight Control 
Education   Other: (explain)     
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15.  What is the source of your health care coverage? (Check all that apply) 

 Employer  Family Member’s Employer  Privately Paid Plan 

 Medicare  Medicaid, Hoosier Healthwise, or HIP  Do Not Have Health Insurance 

 
16.  Is it a hardship to pay the co-pay or 
deductible required by your insurance?  Yes  No  Do Not Have Health Insurance 

 

17. Do your children have health insurance?  Yes  No  Don’t Have Dependent Children 

 
 
18.  In the past year, have costs prevented you from: 

a.  Seeing a doctor or other health care professional?  Yes  No 

b.  Seeing a mental health care professional?  Yes  No 

c.  Filling or refilling a prescription?  Yes  No 

 
 

19.  Do you have a Primary Health Care Provider or other health care professional?  Yes  No 

 
20.  Which of the following do you use?  (Check all that apply) 

 Telephone  (your own)  Computer  Television 

 
Telephone  (not your 
own)  Internet  Cable or Satellite TV 

 Cell Phone  Public Library   

 
21.   Jennings County needs more of the following housing options:    (Check all that apply) 

 Single-Family Homeownership  Single Family Rental  Condos 

 Assisted Living for Seniors  Emergency Shelters  Transitional Housing 

 Low-income Housing  
Housing for Youth Aging Out of 
Foster Care  

Housing with Services for 
People with Physical or Mental 
Disabilities 

 
22. Jennings County needs more of the following:  (Check all that apply) 

 Senior Centers  Youth Centers  Child Care Providers 

 Walking and Bike Paths  Health Facilities  Parks or Recreation Facilities 

 Indoor Pools  
Center to Serve People with 
Disabilities  Supporting the arts 

 Farmer’s Market  Community Gardens   
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23.  In your opinion, Jennings County needs to improve infrastructure in which of the following areas:  (Check all that apply) 

 Storm Water Drains  Sidewalks  Streets and Road Maintenance  Recycling 

 Water and Air Quality  Crime Prevention  Transportation Services 
  

 Sewage Treatment  Community Pride   
  

 
 
    24.  In your opinion, Jennings County needs more of the following programs:  (Check all that apply) 

 Child Abuse Prevention  Youth Mentoring  Teen Pregnancy Prevention  
Summer 
Recreation for 
Youth 

 
Childhood 
Obesity/Overweight 
Prevention 

 Food Pantry Program  
Prevention of Underage 
Drinking (Alcohol) 

 
    

 
Before and 
After School 
Care for 
Children 

 
Substance Abuse 
Prevention (Illegal and 
Prescription Drugs) 

 
Afterschool programs 
for teens  

Mental Health Program for 
Youth 

  

 
       25. In your opinion, Jennings County needs more of: (Check all that apply) 

 
Commercial Development 
Leading to Job Creation  Job Training  Small Business Loans 

 Assistance for Businesses  Educational Opportunities  Leadership Development 

 
26. How often do the following prevent you or a family member from fully participating in activities outside the home?   

a.  Cultural Differences  All the time  Sometimes  Rarely  Never 

b.  Language Differences  All the time  Sometimes  Rarely  Never 

c.  Ability to Read and Write  All the time  Sometimes  Rarely  Never 

d.  Disability  All the time  Sometimes  Rarely  Never 

e.  Transportation  All the time  Sometimes  Rarely  Never 

f.  Finances  All the time  Sometimes  Rarely  Never 

 
27.  How well does your local school system meet the needs of your family?   

 Very Well  Well  Poorly  Very Poorly 

 
28.  What best describes the type of job you have? 

 Farming  Manufacturing  Retail or Services  Technical 

 Retired  
Managerial or 
Professional  Government  Caregiver 

 
Stay-at-Home 
Parent  Not Employed     
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      29. If you are not employed, why? 

 Disabled  Work Related Injury  Lack of Skill 

 Temporary Layoff  Unable to Find Employment  Choose Not to Work 

 

30.  What is your gender?  Male  Female 

 
31.  What is your age? 

 Below 18  18-24  25-34  35-44  45-54  55-64  65 or older 

 
32. What is your zip code? 

 47265  47245  47223  47227 

 47273  47282  Other________   

 
33.  How many people in your household are under the age of 18? 

 0  1  2  3  4  More than 4 

 
34.  How many people in your household are 65 years or older? 

 0  1  2  3 or more 

 
35. What is your ethnic background? (Check all that apply) 

 Caucasian (white)  Hispanic  African American (Black) 

 Asian American  Native American  Other 

 
       36.  What is the highest level of education that you have completed? 

 8th Grade or Less  Some High School  High School Graduate/GED 

 Technical School/Skilled Trade  Some College  Associates Degree 

 Bachelor’s Degree  Graduate or Professional Degree   

 
37.  What is your household income? 

 Less than $10,000  $10,000-$14,999  $15,000-$19,999  $20,000-$29,999 

 $30,000-$44,999  $45,000-$54,999  $55,000-$74,999  Over $75,000 

 
38.  What is your marital status? 

 Single  Married  Divorced  Separated  Widowed 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PLEASE GO TO NEXT PAGE  

   

   

  

       

    

    

      

    

   

   

   

   

  

    

    

     



 

39. In the past year, have you or anyone in your family donated to a charitable organization in 
Jennings County?  Yes  No 

 
If “yes,” which organization(s)? 

 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
Please make any comments or suggestions relating to the quality of life in Jennings County: 

 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Community leaders in Jennings County thank you for your input! 
 
Please put your anonymous survey in the postage-paid, self-addressed envelope enclosed. 
 
Please direct questions to: 

 
 

St. Vincent Jennings Hospital 
Attention: Kathryn Johnson at 812-352-4307 or Colleen Malone at 812-352-4415 
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